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Terri Ann Lowenthalis a 
nationally recognized expert 
on the U.S. census. During a 
14-year career as a 
congressional aide, she was 
staff director of the House 
census oversight 
subcommittee from 1987-
94, and has advised the 
Census 2000 Initiative and 
The Census Project, Funders 
Census Initiative, The 
Leadership Conference on 
Civil and Human Rights and 
business and industry data 
users.

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ hΩIŀǊŜhas more 
than forty years of 
experience in statistical 
analysis of social and 
demographic 
data. Previously a Senior 
Consultant with the KIDS 
COUNT Project at the Annie 
E. Casey Foundation, Bill is 
the author ofThe 
Undercount of Young 
Children in the U.S. 
Decennial 
Census(SpringerBriefsin 
Population Studies).
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Corrine YuisManaging Policy 
Directorof The Leadership 
Conference on Civil and 
Human Rights and The 
Leadership Conference 
Education Fund, and 
previously served as Director 
of Special Projects and 
Director of Education for the 
Leadership Conference.  
Before that, Corrine was 
Director and Counsel for the 
/ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ /ƛǾƛƭ 
Rights.  She is a leader in 
efforts to protect and improve 
the accuracy of the census.

Deborah Weinstein

Executive Director,

Coalition on Human 
Needs

Moderator



7/18/2017

4

Terri Ann Lowenthalis a 
nationally recognized expert 
on the U.S. census. During a 
14-year career as a 
congressional aide, she was 
staff director of the House 
census oversight 
subcommittee from 1987-
94, and has advised the 
Census 2000 Initiative and 
The Census Project, Funders 
Census Initiative, The 
Leadership Conference on 
Civil and Human Rights and 
business and industry data 
users.

THE 2020 CENSUS:
WHY ENSURING A FAIR AND

ACCURATE COUNT MATTERS

July 18, 2017

8



7/18/2017

5

THE 2020 CENSUS
IS STARTING NOW é

Å In 2.5 years é 2020 Census operations start

Å 3 of 6 Regional Census Centers already open

Å In 8 months é peak ódress rehearsalô operations start in Providence Co., RI

Å Recruitment ongoing; address canvassing next month

Å By April 1, 2018 é submit census questions to Congress

Å Major revisions?

ü Combined race and ethnicity question

ü New Middle Eastern/North African (MENA) category

ü New same-sex partner and spouse categories (household relationships)

Å This week é state, local, & tribal governments start registering for Local Update of 
Census Addresses (LUCA) program

Å Review/verify/update address lists: Feb.ӇMay/June 2018

Å Housing unit counts have been posted publicly in advance

9

GOALS FOR A ñNEWò CENSUS:
MODERN, CHEAPER, & ACCURATE

1. Promote Internet as primary response option
ÅOther response modes: telephone and paper questionnaire

2. Use previously collected government data & commercial 
data to update 70% of address list and count some 
unresponsive households (replacing door-to-door visits)

1. Automated, streamlined field operations
ÅHalf the number of local (area) census offices compared to 2010 

(~250)

ÅHalf the number of census takers/field staff compared to 2010 
(~300,000)
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POLICY & OPERATIONAL CHALLENGES:
A perfect storm?

Å Insufficient annual funding (appropriations)

ÅCongress: ñCap 2020 Census cost at 2010 Census levelò

Å Admin funding request for FY18 (~$ 1.5b) unrealistically low 

Å At risk: census operations specifically designed to reach hard-
to-count communities

Å Complex new IT system already over budget

ÅThreat: amendment to add citizenship & legal status questions

ÅClimate of fear threatens participation in many communities

ÅTechnology challenges: Cyber-security and digital divide

ÅResignation of Census Director: leadership vacuum

ÅThreat: amendment to make ACS response voluntary
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THANK YOU!

Questions?

Terri Ann Lowenthal

Census Consultant

TerriAnn2K@aol.com
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